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Instrumentation: 

 

2 flutes (2nd doubles piccolo) 

1 oboe 

1 English horn 

2 clarinets in B ♭ 

2 bassoons 

4 horns in F 

3 trumpets in C 

2 tenor trombones 

1 bass trombone 

1 tuba 

Timpani 

3 percussion (see list) 

Harp 

Celesta 

Strings  

 

 

Percussion List:  

 

crotales (struck and bowed) 

glockenspiel 

pitched gongs (A ♭3, C4, B♭4, C5, D5) / rubber mallet 

crash cymbal (bowed) 

 tam tam 

triangle 

chimes 

sus. Cymbal 

anvil 

medium tom 

floor tom 

bass drum / wooden beaters  

thurible on chains (swung) 

large cowbell (bowed) 

 

 

  

Cover photo: Hubble (NASA, STScI, public domain); 
Digital treatment: Chelsea Komschlies 

(optional)



About the Piece:  

 

Jupiter, Colossus  was written between December 2016 and February 2017, during the time when NASA’s Juno probe was in the midst 

of its first orbits around Jupiter. I wanted to commemorate this feat of scientific and technological achievement, as I believe space 

exploration is one of our greatest accomplishments as a human race and deserves to be celebrated and continued. The piece draws 

heavily from the style of film score, which was one of my first musical loves. After a darkly pulsing opening representing Juno’s long 

approach, the meditative inner section provides a moment of respite to float in the wonder that is space. The piece then drives to a 

culminating apex on the main theme. I also tip my hat to Holst in various ways throughout the piece, most obviously in a brief quote 

of his Jupiter chorale towards the end.  

 

 

String Notes: 

 

Unless specifically marked portamento, a straight line between two pitches indicates continuous glissando. Gliss through the entire 

duration of the note. If the glissando crosses a barline, the included duration for the next bar is written in parentheses. 

 

Strings are welcome to use free bowing during any drone in which they run out of bow. 

 

 

Percussion Notes: 

 

A thurible (censer) may be obtained online or borrowed from a local church. Make sure to choose one that is safe to be swung (i.e., the 

lid is attached to the chains and won’t fly off). Thurible may be belled or unbelled; each will produce a very different sound when 

swung but I am open to either. If using a belled thurible, you may want to swing at a lesser frequency so the sound complements but 

doesn’t overpower the rest of the music. The thurible may be omitted or another object producing a similar sound may be used, if 

obtaining a thurible is difficult. Burning incense in the thurible during performance is optional; only do so with permission from the 

venue. 

 

Pitched gongs: If the suggested pitches cannot be obtained, alternate octaves may be used, or the part may be altered to use other 

pitches within the same diatonic space (B ♭, C, D, E♭, F, G, A ♭).  
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∑
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œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb
œœbb œœ œœbb œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
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œb œ œb œ12

?

˙ Ó
˙ Ó

œb œ .˙

Ó ˙̇

‰ jœ .˙wb
œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ

76

wb

p

f

f

f

f

F

Senza sord.

p
Senza sord.div

f~~~~~
~~~

11



&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

÷
÷

&

&
?

&
?

&

&

B

?

?

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

Fl.

Picc.

Ob.

E. Hn.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Hn. 1,2

Hn. 3,4

C Tpt. 1,2

C Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1,2

B. Tbn.

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Hp.

Cel.

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
Ó Œ ¿
œ Œ Ó

œ œœœœ
œœœbb

bbgggggggggggggg

Œ
œ œ

œb œ œ
œ œb œ œ

œb œ œb12

&

∑
∑

œ œ œ œb .œ Jœ
3

.˙b œœ œ œ ˙b

œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ

77

wb

F

F

F

F

F

P

unis

chimes

π
(subtle)

port.

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó Œ ‰ jœ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
¿ Œ Ó &

Ó œb Œ
œ œb œ œb

œ œb œb œ
œb œ œb

œb œ œb œ

œb œb œ

œb

Œ
12

7

? &

?

∑
∑

œ .˙b

œb œ œ ˙

œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ

78

wb

F

unis

p

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œb œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œb Œ
‰ Jœ Œ

∑
∑ &

∑
∑

‰ jœ œ˙b

œ œb

œ œb œ œ

œ œb œ œ

79

˙b

p
div

π
crotales

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ .œ Jœb

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
œ ‰ Jœ Ó
Œ œ œ Œ
Œ ‰ jœ œb

œb
œb œ œ Œœ œ œb

œ œb œb œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ

œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œb œ œb

œb œ œb œ7 7 7

7

?

œb œb .œb
Jœb .œ œ

œb ˙ œb

.˙b œb œ.˙ œ œb

.˙b œ˙ ˙b

˙b œ œbw
œb œb œb œ œ œ œ œ

80

.˙b œ

f

C D Eb F G Ab Bb

f

f

f

f

f

f

div

div

bowed crotales

F
F

f

12



&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

÷

&
&

&
?

&
?

&

&

B

?

?

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

Fl.

Picc.

Ob.

E. Hn.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Hn. 1,2

Hn. 3,4

C Tpt. 1,2

C Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1,2

B. Tbn.

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Hp.

Cel.

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Œ ‰ Jœ Ó
Ó Œ œ

œb œ œb .œ Jœ

Œ

œ

œb ä œ œ

œb œ œ

œä œb œb

œ œb œ

œä œ œ

œ œ œ

œä œ œ

œ œb œ
12 12

œb &

œ œb œœb œœ œœ œœ œœb
˙b œ œ œ œb
œb œ œ œb œ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙b

œ- œ- œ œb˙b œb - œ-
œ œb œb œb œ œ œ.œb Jœb ˙
œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ

81

w

π

Solo:

∑

∑

∑

Ó Œ ‰ jœ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

‰ Jœ Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó ÷

œb œ œb Œ œ
œä œ œb

œ œ œb œ œ

œ œ œb ä œ œ

œ œ œ

œä œb œ

œb œb œ

œä œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œä œ œ

œ œ œ
10 12 10 6

?

..œœb œb œb œ œ œ
œ œb œ œ

œb œ œ7

œ œb œ

œ Œ Óœb œ œb œ

œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œœb .˙
œ œ œ œ œb œ œœ œ œ œ œb œ

œ œ œ œ œb œ œ

82

w

Solo:

Fp

F

Ó œ

∑

∑

œ ˙b

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Jœ ‰ Œ Œ
Ó ¿

œ Œ Œ

∑
œb ≈ œb œb œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ6 6

6

.˙b
∑

..˙̇

..˙˙bb

œ ˙b

.˙b

83

.˙b

p

p

p

π

I

I

Soli (with Eng. horn)

unis

thurible on chains, swung

Notation here only indicates roughly the speed at which to swing, but swing naturally 
rather than adhering to the part. 
The peaks of your arcs may constantly change position in the bar - this is fine and good.

Keep arc relatively slack to get lots of chain/rattling sound.
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π
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Meditative, floating
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