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SATB chorus 
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       Interlude.................................29 

Part II: 
       3rd Narration...........................31 
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       4th Narration...........................57 
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Libretto 
Text compiled from public domain scripture 

Luke 2:22-40 (some words my own) 

Narrator: 

And when the days of their purification  
According to the law of Moses were fulfilled,  
They brought him up to Jerusalem,  
To present him to the Lord  
(As it is written in the law of the Lord,  
Every male that openeth the womb  
Shall be called holy to the Lord),  
And to offer a sacrifice  
According to that which is said in the law of the Lord,  
A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.  

And behold,  
There was a man in Jerusalem,  
Whose name was Simeon;  
And this man was righteous and devout,  
Looking for the consolation of Israel:  
And the Holy Spirit was upon him.  

And it had been revealed unto him by the Holy Spirit,  
That he should not see death,  
Before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  
And he came in the Spirit into the temple:  
And when the parents brought in the child Jesus,  
That they might do concerning him after the custom of the law,  

Then he received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 

Simeon’s Song: 

Now lettest thou thy servant depart, Lord, 
According to thy word, in peace; 

 Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine, 
 Secundum verbum tuum, in pace. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; 

A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
And the glory of thy people Israel. 

Narrator: 

And, speechless before all the temple, 
His father and his mother 
Were marveling at the things which were spoken concerning 
him. 

 INTERLUDE 

And dwelling within the temple there was one called Anna,  
A prophetess,  
The daughter of Phanuel  
Of the tribe of Asher.  

She was of a great age,  

Having lived with her husband for seven years until his death,  
And she had been a widow even unto  
Fourscore and four years.  
She departed not from the temple,  
Worshipping with fastings and supplications night and day.  

And coming up at that very hour,  
She gave thanks unto God and spake of him  
To all those looking for redemption in Jerusalem: 

Anna’s Song: 

Behold! 
This child is set for the falling and the rising  
Of many in Israel,  
And for a sign which shall be spoken against.  

O, Mary, 
Yea, a sword shall pierce your own soul as well,  
That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

 Et erat Anna prophetissa, filia Phanuel, de tribu Aser: 
This child is set for the falling and the rising 
 Hæc processerat in diebus multis,  
 Et vixerat cum viro suo annis septem a virginitate sua.  
Of many in Israel, 
 Et hæc vidua usque ad annos octoginta quatuor. 
And for a sign which shall be spoken against. 
 Quæ non discedebat de templo,  
 Ieiuniis et obsecrationibus serviens nocte, ac die. 

O, sister, 
O, gentle mother, 
My heart aches for you.  

Yea, a sword shall pierce your own soul as well, 
So that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

Narrator: 

And when they had finished  
All things according to the the Law of the Lord,  
They turned back to Galilee,  
To their own city Nazareth.  

And the child grew  
And was strengthened in spirit,  
Becoming full of wisdom,  
And the grace of God was upon him. 

Chorus: 

Gloria a patri et filio,  
Et spiritui sancto,  
Sicut erat in principio,  
Et nunc, et semper  
Et in saecula saeculorum.
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Relaxed, Sweetly q = 76

p

p

p

p

p

˙# ˙#

œ# œ œ œ#

˙# ˙#

œ œ œ œ#
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One at a time per voice part as shown until everyone is in.
(add the necessary number of measures depending on number of singers)
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